

December 2012 Message of the Month

BEST WISHES FOR BLESSED HOLIDAYS TO OUR MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES!

FNS Update

· Child Nutrition Miscellaneous Nondiscretionary Final Rule: Will be published in the Federal Register in December 2012 or January 2013.  Content has been previously communicated in memoranda.  If completed before January, it will be incorporated into the new electronic CFR to be released in early 2013.
· Proposed CACFP Meal Patterns: CACFP Meal Pattern proposed rule is still in clearance; no date for release.

· USDA Handbooks: Are being reviewed by a contractor and will be released in about six months.  USDA plans to develop training for State Agencies and will be looking ahead to late 2013, if possible.  
· Memo on Streamlining At-risk Meal Participation for School Food Authorities: was published November 28, 2012.  Questions on implementation should be directed to regional offices.

FRAC Update

· The fiscal cliff is the primary issue at hand; because Child Nutrition Programs have historically enjoyed bipartisan support, they are not likely in jeopardy of cuts in negotiations.  
· National CACFP Child Care organizations met with Under Secretary Kevin Concannon on December 13 to express their concerns that the new meal pattern be reasonable regarding cost and practicality of implementation.   
Workgroup Updates

· USDA’s CACFP Technical Assistance Workgroup: The workgroup had conference calls in November and December.  The next face-to-face meeting is delayed until March 13-14, 2013 so the contracted research organizations can attend.  

· USDA’s Paperwork Reduction Workgroup: A survey will be sent to all types of CACFP institutions in mid-January 2013 to identify areas that may create unnecessary CACFP paperwork. The committee will meet in Washington, D.C. on March 5, 2013 to analyze the sponsor surveys and decide next steps.  The committee is now developing a survey, similar to the sponsor survey, which will be sent directly to State agencies.  The workgroup will use the information to make recommendations to submit to Congress in a report due by June 2014. 
· Sponsor’s Consortium Workgroup:  Given the short 60-day turnaround time, is working to develop a guide to assist individuals, State Agencies, and institutions on how to submit written comments when the proposed meal pattern changes are released.
Call for Wellness Initiatives/Activities 

· Continue to submit any Wellness Initiatives and/or Activities you have incorporated into your CACFP to your regional representative.  
Website

· States are encouraged to share their CACFP best practices with their regional representative.  Look for a State Sharing Center on the website in early 2013.

· Continue to check the website at http://www.cacfpnpa.org for the most up-to-date information and minutes from the monthly board meetings. 

